Religious Literacy Quiz
1. Name the five major faith traditions and their founders

2. Name the four gospels of the New Testament

3. Name a sacred text of Hinduism
4. What is the name of the holy book of Islam?
5. Where according to the Bible was Jesus born? What country is that in?

6. President Bush spoke in his first inaugural address about the Road to Jericho.
What Bible story was he invoking?

7. What are the first five books of the Hebrew Bible or Christian O.T.?

8. “God helps those who help themselves”: Is this in the Bible? Where?
9. Name the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism

10. What are the seven sacraments of Catholicism?

11. The First Amendment says two things about religion, each in its own
“clause.” What are the two clauses?

12. How many pillars of Islam are there? What are they?

13. What is Mecca? What is its significance?

14. Who is Constantine and why is he important?

15. Who fought in the Crusades? Where were they? How many were there?

16. Who is Martin Luther and why is he significant?

17. What is Monotheism?

18. True or False: Jesus is mentioned nearly 100 times in the Koran?
19. What was the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) and why is it important?

20. Who is Zoroaster/Zarathustra and why is he important?

Bible Literacy Quiz
1) Do you know what Easter commemorates?
a. Resurrection of Jesus
b. Return of Spring
c. Garden of Eden
d. Last Supper
2) Which of the following best describes Moses?
a. One of the 12 Apostles
b. A Pharoah of Egypt
c. The man who led the Israelites out of bondage
d. An angel of God
3) According to Genesis, what were the names of the first man and woman?
4) According to Genesis, who said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
a. Cain
b. Noah
c. Abel
d. King David
5) Which of the following is not one of the 10 Commandments?
a. Do not kill
b. Do not divorce
c. Keep the Sabbath holy
d. Do not steal
6) According to the Book of Samuel, which of the following is not true
a. David was King of the Jews
b. David killed Goliath
c. David tried to kill Saul
d. David loved Bathsheba
7) According to the New Testament, which happened at wedding in Cana
a. St. John baptized Jesus
b. Jesus turned water into wine
c. Jesus condemned the hypocrites
d. Judas foretold Jesus’ death
8) Who was the Good Samaritan?
a. A hospital orderly
b. Someone who helped others
c. A worker of miracles
d. An ancient scribe

9) Which of the following is included in the Sermon on the Mount?
a. Physician, heal thyself
b. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of heaven
c. My father’s house should be a house of prayer
d. Fear not, I bring you tidings of great joy
10) What is the Golden Rule?
a. Waste not, want not
b. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you
c. Honor thy father and thy mother
d. Money is the root of all evil
11) What Happened on the road to Damascus
a. Jesus was crucified
b. Mary met an angel of the Lord
c. St. Paul was blinded by a vision from God
d. Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss
12) Match the Bible characters with the stories:
Adam and Eve
Paul
Moses
Noah
Jesus
Abraham
Serpent

Binding of Isaac
Garden of Gethsemane
Garden of Eden
Exodus, Parting of the Red Sea
Road to Damascus
Olive Branch

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

13) How many books in the Bible? O.T.? N.T.?
14) The Old Testament was originally written in what language?
15) Name the Three Patriarchs?

16) Whose name was changed to Israel?
17) Who led the children of Israel INTO Egypt?

18) What are the 10 Commandments?

19) Who led the Hebrews INTO the Promised Land?
20) Name the Twelve Tribes of Israel?

21) Who was the first King of Israel?
22) Who built the Temple?
23) Name two places that the Israelites were exiled

24) Who rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem?
25) Name three famous Hebrew prophets
26) What is a Psalm?
Which Psalm begins “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want”
Which Psalm begins “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most high”
27) What is the Day of Pentecost

Christian Science Aptitude Test (CSAT) 2008
Your Background (5 minutes)
What grade are you in?
How long have you attended Christian Science Sunday School?
How often do you attend Sunday School?
How often do you read the lesson?
Have you ever read Science & Health straight through before?
Have you ever read parts of the Bible straight through before?
Are you a member of the Mother Church?
Have you ever read the Church Manual before?

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the highest/most), please rate the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Your knowledge of Mary Baker Eddy:
Your knowledge of her writings:
Your knowledge of Christian Science:
Your knowledge of the Church of Christ, Scientist:
Your knowledge of the Bible:
Your ability to demonstrate Science
Your obedience to the moral code of Science

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Could you see yourself becoming a Christian Science Nurse or Practitioner?

Describe the most significant healing you’ve witnessed:

The Life of Mary Baker Eddy (5 minutes)

Name the state where Mary Baker Eddy was born and raised:
What type of church did Mrs. Eddy attend as a child?
True or False: Mrs. Eddy was a “healthy” child.
How many times was Mrs. Eddy married?
What happened to her son?

Name at least one healing system Mrs. Eddy experimented with?
At roughly what age did she discover Christian Science?
What life-changing event led to her discovery of Christian Science?

After this event, how many years did Mrs. Eddy study the Bible in seclusion?
What college did she start?

What was the name of her house in Concord, NH?
Who was her longest serving secretary?
When did Mrs. Eddy pass on?
True or False: At the time of her passing, Mrs. Eddy was one of the most famous
people in the world.
In your opinion, which Bible character does Mrs. Eddy most resemble? Why?

The Writings of Mary Baker Eddy (5 minutes)

When did she first publish Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures?
How many times did she revise Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures?
What is “the Key to the Scriptures”?

How many chapters does Science & Health contain?
What is the chapter titled “Fruitage” about?
Name 6 chapters other than “Fruitage”:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Name 5 books (other than Science & Health) which she wrote:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Name 4 of the 7 hymns she wrote the lyrics for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name 5 of the periodicals/publications she started:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
What is the motto of the Christian Science Monitor?

Write/paraphrase the Scientific Statement of Being:

Christian Science (5 minutes)
What year was Christian Science discovered?
Christian Science is the coming of the _____________ prophesied by Jesus.
A goal of Christian Science is to reinstate _______________ Christianity and its
lost element of _____________.
What is the symbol of Christian Science?
What 4 commands of Jesus appear around this symbol?
1.
2.
3.
4.
Who/what is the pastor of Christian Science?
What version of the Bible is read in Christian Science churches?
Who is the “Ensample” in Christian Science?
What is a Christian Science treatment?

How much does a practitioner usually charge for a treatment? $_____
Name 7 of the synonyms Mrs. Eddy used to describe God:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
How many weekly lesson subjects are there?
Name 5 lesson subjects that are not synonyms of God:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
How does the Christian Science view of Jesus differ from other Christian
denominations?

The Church of Christ, Scientist (5 minutes)
When was the Church of Christ, Scientist formed?
When was the original edifice of The Mother Church dedicated?
When was the Extension of The Mother Church dedicated?
How many seats was the Extension of The Mother Church designed to have? Why?

What is the “constitution” of The Mother Church?
Who “runs” The Mother Church?
How many Directors are there?
At what age are you able to join The Mother Church?
Every member must pay a yearly per capita tax of not less than $_____.
When are Annual Meetings of The Mother Church held (day and month)?
How many tenets of The Mother Church are there?
Write/paraphrase the sixth tenet:

True or False: Each branch church has it’s own form of government.
What is a Committee on Publication?

What is a CSO?
What is primary class instruction? How long does it last?
What is an “association”? How often does it meet?

Write/paraphrase the “Daily Prayer” (not the Lord’s Prayer):

Religious Literacy Answer Key
1. Name the five major faith traditions and their founders
Judaism (Moses)
Buddhism (Siddhartha Gautama, known as “Buddha”)
Hinduism (none)
Christianity (Jesus)
Islam (Muhammad)

2. Name the four gospels
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

3. Name a sacred text of Hinduism
The Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Kama Sutra

4. What is the name of the holy book of Islam?
The Koran, Quran

5. Where according to the Bible was Jesus born?
Bethlehem. Palestinian territories occupied by Israel.

6. President Bush spoke in his first inagural address about the Road to Jericho.
What Bible story was he invoking? The Good Samaritan
7. What are the first five books of the Hebrew Bible or Christian O.T.?
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

8. “God helps those who help themselves”: Is this in the Bible? Where?
No. Ben Franklin said it.

9. Name the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism
Life is suffering. Suffering has an origin. Suffering can be overcome (nirvana).
The path to overcoming suffering is Noble Eight Fold Path.

10. What are the seven sacraments of Catholicism?
Baptism. Eucharist. Reconciliation/Confession/Penance. Confirmation.
Marriage. Holy Orders. Anointing of the sick/Last Rites.

11. The First Amendment says two things about religion, each in its own
“clause.” What are the two clauses? Establishment and Free Exercise
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof”

12. How many pillars of Islam are there? What are they?
Five: praying, fasting during the month of Ramadan, almsgiving, Hajj
(pilgrimage to Mecca), testifying to the oneness of God and prophethood of
Muhammad.

13. What is Mecca? What is its significance?
Holiest city of Islam. Located in Saudi Arabia. Must make a pilgrimage there as
one of the 5 pillars of Islam.

14. Who is Constantine and why is he important?
Holy Roman Emperor who made Christianity the official religion of the Roman
Empire with the Edict of Milan.

15. Who fought in the Crusades? Where were they? How many were there?
Roman Catholic Pope(s) convinced political leaders under his influence to
reclaim Jerusalem and its surroundings from Arabs. Three.

16. Who is Martin Luther and why is he significant?
Catholic Priest from Germany who was the catalyst for the Protestant
Reformation, founded Lutheran church, translated Bible into German.

17. What is Monotheism?
A religion which worships only one God. First guy to teach it was Egyptian
Pharoah Akheknaten. Zoroaster/Zarathustra taught that Ahura Mazda was
only God. Israelites believed Yahweh was their God, evolved into being the
only God starting with Isaiah.

18. True or False: Jesus is mentioned nearly 100 times in the Koran? True
19. What was the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) and why is it important?
It was a meeting of bishops called by Constantine to resolve thorny
theological issues that were dividing the church, hence the Empire. The
bishops debated whether or not Jesus was God or just the son of God.
First vote was son of God, second vote he became God. This issue was
not totally decided until 380, when the concept of the trinity was
adopted and the Roman Emperor threatened to excommunicate and/or
execute anyone who didn’t accept it as dogma.
20. Who is Zoroaster/Zarathustra and why is he important?
Introduced monotheism, angels, Satan, judgment day, heaven and hell. Jews
exiled to Babylon adopted his ideas and brought them back to Jerusalem when
the rebuilt the temple. His ideas became part of Christian thought, influence
Buddhism after it was rejected in India and before it spread to China.

Bible Literacy Answer Key
1. Do you know what Easter commemorates?
a. Resurrection of Jesus

2. Which of the following best describes Moses?
c. The man who led the Israelites out of bondage

3. According to Genesis, what were the names of the first man and woman?
Adam & Eve

4. According to Genesis, who said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
a. Cain

5. Which of the following is not one of the 10 Commandments?
b. Do not divorce

6. According to the Book of Samuel, which of the following is not true
c. David tried to kill Saul (he refused to kill him)

7. According to the New Testament, which happened at wedding in Cana
b. Jesus turned water into wine

8. Who was the Good Samaritan?
b. Someone who helped others

9. Which of the following is included in the Sermon on the Mount?
b. Blessed on the pure in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom…

10. What is the Golden Rule?
b. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you

11. What Happened on the road to Damascus
c. St. Paul was blinded by a vision from God
12. Match the Bible characters with the story
Adam and Eve
Garden of Eden
Paul
Road to Damascus
Moses
Exodus, Parting of the Red Sea

Noah
Olive Branch
Jesus
Garden of Gethsemane
Abraham
Binding of Isaac
Serpent
Garden of Eden

13. How many books are in the Bible? 66 -- 39 in the O.T., 27 in the N.T.
14. The Old Testament was first written in what language? Hebrew or Aramaic
15. Name the three Patriarchs:
1. Abraham

2. Isaac

3. Jacob

16. Whose name was changed to “Israel”? Jacob
17. Who was responsible for the Children of Israel coming INTO Egypt? Joseph
18. List/paraphrase the Ten Commandments: (Exodus 20)
No other gods before me, No graven images, No taking the name of the
Lord in vain, Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy, Honor thy father
and mother, No killing, No adultery, No stealing, No bearing false
witness, No coveting
19. Who led them into the Promised Land? Joshua (Moses saw the promised
land, but he wasn’t allowed to cross Jordan River, died on Mt. Nebo.)

20. Name the Twelve Tribes of Israel?
Reuben, Simeon, Gad, Dan, Issachar, Zebulun, Naphtali, Asher, Judah,
Benjamin + Joseph’s sons, (Ephraim, Manasseh). Levites  priests.

21. Who was the first King of Israel?
Saul was anointed by Samuel. Followed by David, Solomon.

22. Who built the Temple?
Solomon. David got the plans but was not allowed to build because of the
blood he has shed.

23. Name two places that the Israelites were exiled: Assyria & Babylon

24. Who rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem? Nehemiah (with Ezra’s help)

25. Name three famous Hebrew prophets:
Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, Micah, Malachi,

26. What is a Psalm? Song, Poem
Which Psalm begins “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” 23rd
Which Psalm begins “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most high” 91st

27. What is the Day of Pentecost?
Jewish holy day that marks 50 days after Passover when Jesus’ disciples
received the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues. Three thousand people were
converted that day.

Christian Science Aptitude Test 2008 Answer Key
In the same way that the SAT doesn’t really gauge your success in life, the CSAT
doesn’t gauge your success in practicing Christian Science. Mrs. Eddy says, “Mere
historic incidents and personal events are frivolous and of no moment, unless they
illustrate the ethics of Truth.” (R&I p21) However, since most of the information can
be gleaned from reading the Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures, her other
writings, the Manual, and the biographies, your performance on the CSAT is a
reflection on how much time you’ve spent reading and studying them. Hopefully,
the CSAT will help you identify what you need to study in order to live Science and
discuss it more intelligently with others.

The Life of Mary Baker Eddy
Name the state where Mary Baker Eddy was born and raised: New Hampshire

What type of church did Mrs. Eddy attend as a child? Congregational (R&I 13),
Calvinist, Puritan
True or False: Mrs. Eddy was a “healthy” child. False.
How many times was Mrs. Eddy married? 3—In 1843 she married George
Washington Glover, who died of yellow fever after six months. She had his son,
George Washington Glover, Jr. several months later. In 1852 she married
Daniel Patterson, who she divorced in 1873 for desertion. In 1876 she
married Asa “Gilbert” Eddy, who died in 1882.
What happened to her biological son?
After George W. Glover Sr. died, Mary was sick and single, so her son was
sent away and put under the care of the family nurse. She married Daniel
Patterson to get back her child, but instead he was shipped to South Dakota
and told that his mother was dead. They reconnected when he was 34, but
they were never close.
Name at least one healing system Mrs. Eddy experimented with?
Mrs. Eddy experimented with allopathy, homeopathy, electricity,
hydropathy, and magnetism trying to trace all physical effects to a
mental cause (R&I 33)
At roughly what age did she discover Christian Science? 45

What life-changing event led to her discovery of Christian Science?
She fell on the ice, sustained a life-threatening injury, and was fully restored
after reading an account of Jesus’ healing.
After this event, how many years did Mrs. Eddy study the Bible in seclusion? 3
What college did she start?
Massachusetts Metaphysical College was chartered in 1881. (R&I 43)
What was the name of her house in Concord, NH? Pleasant View
Who was her longest serving secretary? Calvin Frye
When did Mrs. Eddy pass on? 1910

True or False: At the time of her passing, Mrs. Eddy was one of the most famous
people in the world. True. The tabloids tracked her like Madonna or Princess
Diana
In your opinion, which Bible character does Mrs. Eddy most resemble? Why?

There is no one right answer...There are many parallels between
Mrs. Eddy’s life and that of Moses, Elisha, Samuel, Jesus, Paul, John,
and others.
The Writings of Mary Baker Eddy
When did she first publish Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures? 1875
How many times did she revise Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures?
7 major revisions: 1878,1881,1883,1886,1891,1902,1907 + 100s of
minor edits.
What is “the Key to the Scriptures”?
Her “scientific” interpretation of Genesis, Revelation, and other
important terms from the Bible (Glossary)
How many chapters does Science & Health contain? 18
What is the chapter titled “Fruitage” about?
Testimonies from people who read the book and were healed.

Name 6 chapters other than “Fruitage”:
Prayer; Atonement & Eucharist; Marriage; Christian Science vs.
Spiritualism; Animal Magnetism Unmasked; Science, Theology, Medicine;
Physiology; Footsteps of Truth; Creation; Science of Being; Some Objections
Answered; Christian Science Practice; Teaching Christian Science;
Recapitulation; Genesis; The Apocalypse; Glossary
Name 5 books (other than Science & Health) which she wrote:
Miscellaneous Writings, Retrospection & Introspection, Unity of Good,
Pulpit & Press, Rudimental Divine Science, No & Yes, Christian Science vs.

Pantheism, Christian Healing, The People’s Idea of God, First Church of
Christ, Science and Miscellany (These are bundled together in Prose Works)
Name 4 of the 7 hymns she wrote the lyrics for:
1. Christmas Morn (Blest Christmas morn) 23-28
2. Love (Brood o’er us with Thy shelt’ring wing) 30-32
3. Satisfied (It matters not what be thy lot) 160-162
4. Mother’s Evening Prayer (O gentle presence) 207-212
5. Christ My Refuge (O’er waiting harpstrings) 253-257
6. Communion Hymn (Saw ye my Savior?) 298-302
7. Feed My Sheep (Shepherd show me) 304-309
Name 5 of the periodicals/publications she started:
Journal, Sentinel, Herald, Monitor, Quarterly
What is the motto of the Christian Science Monitor?
To injure no man, but to bless all mankind
Write/paraphrase the Scientific Statement of Being:
There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite
Mind and its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal
truth; matter is mortal error. Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the
unreal and temporal. Spirit is God and man is His image and likeness.
Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual.

Christian Science
What year was Christian Science discovered? 1866
Christian Science is the coming of the Comforter prophesied by Jesus.
A goal of Christian Science is to reinstate primitive Christianity and its
lost element of healing.
What is the symbol of Christian Science?

Cross and crown (can’t have the crown without the cross)
What 4 commands of Jesus appear around this symbol?
Heal the Sick, Raise the Dead, Cleanse the Lepers, Cast out Demons
Who/what is the pastor of Christian Science? The Bible and Science & Health
What version of the Bible is read in Christian Science churches?
King James Version
Who is the “Ensample” of Christian Science? Christ Jesus (Manual Art. VII Sect 3)
What is a Christian Science treatment?
There is no one right answer. I’d describe it as the affirmation/realization of
Truth in our consciousness, which dispels the false claims of the material
senses. MBE described it to a reporter as “absolute acknowledgement of
present perfect.”
How much does a practitioner usually charge for a treatment?
It is up to each practitioner. I’ve seen from $20-$100 per treatment.
Name 7 of the synonyms Mrs. Eddy used to describe God:
There are many, including Life,Truth, Love, Soul, Spirit, Principle, Mind,
Father-Mother, the sustaining infinite, etc…
How many weekly lesson subjects are there? 26—each is repeated twice per year

Name 5 lesson subjects that are not synonyms of God:
Christ Jesus; Man; Substance; Matter; Reality; Unreality; Are Sin, Disease
and Death Real?; Probation After Death; Everlasting Punishment; Adam
& Fallen Man; Mortals and Immortals; Soul & Body; Ancient & Modern
Necromancy...Denounced; God the Only Cause and Creator; God the
Preserver of Man; Is the Universe, Including Man, Evolved by Atomic
Force?; Christian Science; God; Sacrament;
How does the Christian Science view of Jesus differ from other Christian
denominations?

Most Christian churches believe in the Trinity: the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost combined in one Godhead. So Jesus is God, and they when say
they are praying to God, they mean Jesus. This concept of the Trinity
was developed in the 4th Century as a compromise solution to the
debate over whether or not Jesus was God, and Mrs. Eddy rejected it.
She defines Christ as “the divine manifestation of God, which comes to
the flesh to destroy incarnate error” and Jesus as “the highest human
corporeal concept of the divine idea, rebuking and destroying error and
bringing to light man's immortality.”
They also believe that God created Adam in His image and likeness but
that he “fell” by committing original sin, and that Jesus’ crucifixion
redeemed all that are baptized vicariously.

The Church of Christ, Scientist
When was the Church of Christ, Scientist formed? 1879
When was the original edifice of The Mother Church dedicated? 1895
When was the Extension of The Mother Church dedicated? 1906
How many seats are in the Extension of The Mother Church? Originally designed
to seat 5000 with unobstructed views of the platform—same number as the
multitudes that Jesus fed.
What is the “constitution” of The Mother Church? The Manual
Who “runs” The Mother Church? The Board of Directors
How many Directors are there? 5
At what age are you able to join The Mother Church? 12
Every member must pay a yearly per capita tax of not less than $1.
When are Annual Meetings of The Mother Church held (day and month)? Monday
following the first Sunday of June
How many tenets of The Mother Church are there? 6
Write/paraphrase the sixth tenet:
And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which
was also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto
us; and to be merciful, just, and pure.

What is a Committee on Publication?
According to Article XXXIII of the Manual, the Committee is a person
whose duty is to “correct in a Christian manner impositions on the public in
regard to Christian Science, injustices done Mrs. Eddy or members of this
Church by the daily press, by periodicals, or circulated literature of any
sort.” A Committee also deals with legislative affairs at the State and
National levels.
What is a C.S.O.?
According to Article XXIII, Section 8 of the Manual, “members in good
standing with The Mother Church, who are members of the faculty,
instructors, or students in any university or college, can form and conduct a
Christian Science organization…”
What is primary class instruction? How long does it last?
A two-week class taught by a sanctioned teacher (C.S.B.) based on the
chapter called Recapitulation in Science & Health
What is an “association”? How often does it meet?
An association is the students of a teacher, which gather once per year,
for another day of instruction
Write/paraphrase the “Daily Prayer” (not the Lord’s Prayer):
“Thy kingdom come;” let the reign of Divine Truth, Life, and Love be
established in me, and rule out of me all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the
affections of all mankind, and govern them!

By Kevin Watters

