
 

 

All Class Retreat 2017 – Assignment 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus illustrates the two great commandments to his followers through the 
parable of the Good Samaritan – a story of compassion without limits. Here are two translations of that 
story that help us take a deeper look at the message of the Christ in seeing Divine Love as a present, 
powerful force in the world. Read the two translations and the following passage from Mary Baker Eddy 
before journaling about the prompts on the next page. 

 
Luke 10:25-37 | J.B. Phillips New Testament  
 
Jesus shows the relevance of the Law to actual living 
25 Then one of the experts in the Law stood up to 
test him and said, “Master, what must I do to be sure 
of eternal life?” 
26 “What does the Law say and what has your 
reading taught you?” said Jesus. 
27 “The Law says, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind’, and ‘your neighbour 
as yourself’,” he replied. 
28 “Quite right,” said Jesus. “Do that and you will 
live.” 
29 But the man, wanting to justify himself, continued, 
“But who is my ‘neighbour’?” 
30-36 And Jesus gave him the following reply: “A 
man was once on his way down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. He fell into the hands of bandits who 
stripped off his clothes, beat him up, and left him half 
dead. It so happened that a priest was going down 
that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. A Levite also came on the scene and 
when he saw him, he too passed by on the other 
side. But then a Samaritan traveller came along to 
the place where the man was lying, and at the sight 
of him he was touched with pity. He went across to 
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put him on his own mule, brought him 
to an inn and did what he could for him. Next day he 
took out two silver coins and gave them to the inn-
keeper with the words, ‘Look after him, will you? I will 
pay you back whatever more you spend, when I 
come through here on my return.’ Which of these 
three seems to you to have been a neighbour to the 
bandits’ victim?” 
37 “The man who gave him practical sympathy,” he 
replied.  
 
“Then you go and give the same,” returned Jesus. 
 

Luke 10:25-37 | The Message  
 
Defining “Neighbor” 
25 Just then a religion scholar stood up with a 
question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do I need to 
do to get eternal life?” 
26 He answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How 
do you interpret it?” 
27 He said, “That you love the Lord your God with all 
your passion and prayer and muscle and 
intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well 
as you do yourself.” 
28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.” 
29 Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how 
would you define ‘neighbor’?” 
 
30-32 Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was 
once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On 
the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his 
clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-
dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same 
road, but when he saw him he angled across to the 
other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; 
he also avoided the injured man. 
 
33-35 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. 
When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out 
to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and 
bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto his 
donkey, led him to an inn, and made him 
comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take 
good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my 
bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’ 
36 “What do you think? Which of the three became a 
neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” 
37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion 
scholar responded.  
 
Jesus said, “Go and do the same.”



 

 

 
In her Message to the Mother Church for 1902, Mary Baker Eddy writes about the Old and New 
Commandments, and the revolutionary idea of Jesus to love one another – especially our enemies.  
 
“To live and let live, without clamor for distinction or recognition; to wait on divine Love; to write truth first 
on the tablet of one’s own heart, — this is the sanity and perfection of living, and my human ideal. The 
Science of man and the universe, in contradistinction to all error, is on the way, and Truth makes haste to 
meet and to welcome it. It is purifying all peoples, religions, ethics, and learning, and making the children 
our teachers.” (’02 2:4) 
 
“The new commandment of Christ Jesus shows what true spirituality is, and its harmonious effects on the 
sick and the sinner. No person can heal or reform mankind unless he is actuated by love and good will 
towards men. The coincidence between the law and the gospel, between the old and the new 
commandment, confirms the fact that God and Love are one. The spiritually minded are inspired with 
tenderness, Truth, and Love. The life of Christ Jesus, his words and his deeds, demonstrate Love. We 
have no evidence of being Christian Scientists except we possess this inspiration, and its power to heal 
and to save. The energy that saves sinners and heals the sick is divine: and Love is the Principle thereof. 
Scientific Christianity works out the rule of spiritual love; it makes man active, it prompts perpetual 
goodness, for the ego, or I, goes to the Father, whereby man is Godlike. Love, purity, meekness, coexist 
in divine Science. Lust, hatred, revenge, coincide in material sense. Christ Jesus reckoned man in 
Science, having the kingdom of heaven within him. He spake of man not as the offspring of Adam, a 
departure from God, or His lost likeness, but as God’s child. Spiritual love makes man conscious that God 
is his Father, and the consciousness of God as Love gives man power with untold furtherance. Then God 
becomes to him the All-presence  — quenching sin; the All-power — giving life, health, holiness; the All-
science — all law and gospel.” (’02 8:8) 
 
 
Journal Prompts 
 

• How are the two commandments – loving God supremely and loving your neighbor as yourself – 
related and how does obeying one support the other? 

 
• Why does Jesus command us to love our neighbors as ourselves? 

 
• Is it possible to also express unconditional love for everyone who crosses our path? The Jews and 

Samaritans were despised enemies in Biblical times. How did the Good Samaritan overcome this 
popularly-held belief and act from goodness and principle? 

 
• Before our time together in February, engage in a “Good Samaritan” moment. Look at your life 

and decide who is a “neighbor” that could use more love and compassion. Is it your actual 
neighbor, a classmate, a teammate, or someone you don’t know very well? Model the Way and 
put these truths into practice in your life and recognize the healing effects of love. Write about 
your experience and bring it to ACR to share. 
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